United States Postal Service
Technical Energy Audit Data Collection Application

URS was contracted by the United
States Postal Service to conduct a
series of Technical Energy Audits at
three post office facilities in the
Midwest, with the objective of
evaluating and documenting the
condition of the existing HVAC
systems, lighting and building envelope
in each building, noting problems and
deficiencies, estimate existing energy
consumption, identifying and
evaluating measures to reduce energy
consumption, providing
recommendations and estimates of
probable construction cost. The
facilities included the Cleveland
Processing and Distribution Center
(500,000 square feet), the Harrisburg
Processing and Distribution Center
(630,000 square feet) and the
Pittsburgh Processing and Distribution
Center (900,000 square feet).

URS sent several teams of inspectors
to perform site visits to visually inspect
the facilities, review accessibility issues

for replacement of existing equipment,
review possible locations for new
equipment and interview maintenance
personnel.

URS developed a field data collection
application designed to operate on a

tablet computer, which allowed the
inspectors to conduct facility
inspections more efficiently and
improved the project’s overall data
quality. The application used readily
customizable automated
questionnaires and checklists to guide
inspectors though a structured data
collection process and organized
collected information. The application
incorporated wireless camera picture
transfer which eliminated the need to
download pictures and associate
photos to field collected data. Further,
inspectors were able to upload all
inspection information remotely, and
download any changed checklists.



